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Ann’s Choice Residents and Guests are invited to attend Veterans Group Programs and Events-   
(Meetings are open to ALL residents)  

NEXT MEETING:  

June 19, 2018  

at 7:30 pm, Ann’s Choice PAC 

  The June meeting 

of Ann’s Choice 
Veterans Group 

will feature Carl 
LaVO, an award 
winning journalist 

and former editor 
of the Bucks 

County Courier 
Times. He will 
present a program on “Things You May 

Not Know About Bucks County”.  Did you 
know that Washington met with Lafayette 

in Bucks County? 
  Also, at the June meeting, the Veterans 
Group will elect officers for the new 

program year beginning in September.  
Current president, Rudy Stroh is at the 

end of his two-year term and will be 
succeeded by Gordon Larson.  The 
nominating committee will present a slate 

of nominees at the meeting, and nomina-
tions will be accepted from the floor.  

  Members are encouraged to wear their 
Veterans Group shirts to the meeting. 

Volunteer and Service Opportunities  
  There is a continuing need for help with 
the program to drive veterans to the 

Horsham VA Center (call Judy Wright at 
215-674-2328). 

  Volunteers are also needed to help with 
the Deployable Flags Program.  For more 
information or to volunteer call Jerry 

Wright at 215-674-2328. 

Bucks County Tour of Honor  
  On Monday, October 1, 2018 there will 
be a Bucks County Tour of Honor to 
Washington, DC, for World War II and 

Korean War veterans.  Sign up early to 
be sure of a seat on one of the buses.  

Bob Swan will have applications at the 
June Veterans Group meeting.  
 

Save the Date - September Meeting 
  After June, the Veterans Group does 
not have a regular meeting until 
Tuesday evening, September 18 at 7:30 

in the PAC. Mike Jesberg will return to 
present a program on Sleepy Hollow. 

  In July and August, the Veterans 
Group will present two movies.  See 

page 3 for more info. 

New Medicare Cards 
  New Medicare cards are being issued; 
your new Medicare Number will be 

unique, instead of your Social Security 
number.  New Cards are currently being 

mailed to residents of Pennsylvania. 
There is no need to pay anyone to 

expedite the process. If you have not 
yet received your new card, just wait.  
Anyone who offers to help is trying to 

take advantage of you and steal your 
identity.  

New Members 
  A big welcome to Stanley Steinberg 

(US Army, 1951 – 1953, in Korea) who 
recently joined the Ann’s Choice 

Veterans Group. 

Flags on Campus 
  Recently volun-
teers installed small 

flags along the 
drives and walk-
ways of our campus 

for our enjoyment 
between Memorial 

Day and July 
Fourth.  Also nine-
teen memorial flags 

were displayed in 
front of the club-

houses and Rose 
Garden for the Memorial Day holiday. 

  Many thanks to the Ann’s Choice 
Grounds Crew for getting the flag poles 

out of storage and collecting them 
afterwards.   
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A Grave Task:  

The Wartime Job Nobody Wanted 

Part 2 
  We recently celebrated Memorial Day, originally 

established to honor the fallen soldiers of the Civil 
War.  Now we celebrate the lives, efforts and 

sacrifices made by all those who have served and 
fought for our nation.  We all have parents, 
siblings, cousins, other relatives and friends who 

served at some time.  Some did not return; many 
did return and many have since passed away.  In 

the more recent wars, those who were killed in 
action or died while a prisoner are remembered, 
and, with few exceptions, their remains have 

been identified and services have been held. 

Identification of bodies has not always been easy 

or even possible.   

  The Mexican War (1846-47) provided the first 
real test of the Army’s ability to care for its war 

dead, but with results that were far from 
satisfactory. In one instance, Gen. Zachary Taylor 

saw to it that the dead were properly collected 
and buried on the battlefield following his 

celebrated victory at Buena Vista. Unfortunately, 
he neglected to mark the site of the burial on the 
map accompanying his official report. Years later, 

when the U.S. government sought to erect a 
monument to honor the fallen heroes, no burial 

site could be found. A similar experience marked 
the campaign of General Winfield Scott, whose 
troops landed at Vera Cruz and marched overland 

to Mexico City. Of the hundreds who died and 
were buried along the way, only a fraction were 

located afterwards, and none have ever been 
identified. 

  The actual 

foundation of 
today’s Graves 

Registration 
mission is more 
readily traced to 

the outbreak of 
the American Civil 

War. That tragic 
conflict elicited more sacrifice and accounted for 
more battle deaths than all of our other major 

wars combined. At the same time public 
sensibilities towards the treatment of dead 

soldiers appeared to be changing possibly in 
response to the sight of so many citizen-soldiers 
donning the blue or grey. Still, this heightened  

Dead soldiers after the Battle of 
Gettysburg (1863) 

concern for the war dead did not automatically 
translate into an improved battlefield scenario. 

There the old tried and true methods of burial 
remained the norm. Almost invariably, the dead 

were buried by details from the line, right at, or 
very near the scene of the battle. When the armies 
moved on, those burial grounds with their 

temporary markers were left to deteriorate, 
leaving little hope of locating or identifying the 

grave of any given decedent. 
  Another factor contributed to the problem of 
identifying and locating individual graves. Burial 

“squads” were frequently made up of POWs, or 
other less than willing hands. Often illiterate or 

careless, the results of their actions were fairly 
predictable; the true identity of many of the dead 
was lost to error.  

  Other examples of concern over the Army’s 
failure to provide adequate graves registration, as 

well as of the negative effect this lack of support 
had on the troops abounded. When the Union 
Army of the Potomac crossed the Rapidan River 

and entered Virginia on 4 May 1864, those soldiers 
were horrified to discover the bleached bones of 

comrades who’d fallen the year before lying 
exposed on the ground. At this point many of the 
troops searched through the remains hoping to 

discover clues that would designate the remains as 
those of departed friends. They looked for 

identifying marks on clothing and equipment, 
evidence of fatal wounds, and peculiarities of tooth 

structure as part of their search.  Finally, before 
moving into the Wilderness, those troops took time 
to bury the exposed remains. The fear of being 

listed among the “unknowns” weighed upon the 
combat troops.  

  Still, the military hierarchy of the day apparently 
failed to realize not only the importance of some 
type of permanent 

identification for 
combat soldiers, 

but also the 
obvious need for 
specially trained 

units and personnel 
who could properly 

care for the war 
dead. On only one 
occasion, after the 

Battle of Fort Stevens outside of Washington DC in 
the summer 1864, did a group resembling a 

modern day GRREG unit come into play.  (continued 
on page 3)    
     

 

Marker at Gettysburg. 

http://www.historynet.com/grave-task-men-buried-wartime-dead.htm
http://www.historynet.com/grave-task-men-buried-wartime-dead.htm
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(A Grave Task, continued from page 2) 

  Captain James M. Moore, newly appointed head 
of the QM Cemeterial Division led a group of his 

personnel on to the battlefield after the fighting 
had ended. There they began a systematic search 

and recovery of remains and personal effects, 
eventually managing to identify all the remains. 
Their achievement of a perfect score was not to 

be matched within the U.S. Army for many 
decades. Unfortunately, that perfect score also 

failed to lead to the use of trained GR personnel 
on a routine basis. Despite this, the Civil War saw 
the QM Corps clearly established as the 

responsible agent for caring for the Army’s dead. 
After the war, between 1866 and 1870, the 

Cemeterial Division disinterred the remains of 
nearly 300,000 war dead and laid them to rest in 
73 newly created national cemeteries. 

  Conspicuous advances in the theory and 
practice of Army graves registration were not to 

take place until the turn of the century, during 
the Spanish-American War. As a result of 

experiences in Cuba, it was learned that 
successful identification of remains depended 
more than anything on shortening the time span 

between death, original burial, and registration of 
graves. Later, Chaplain Charles C. Pierce, who 

established the QM Office of Identification in the 
Philippines, outlined some of the principles and 
techniques needed to place care of war dead on a 

more scientific basis. He recommended inclusion 
of an “identity disc” in the combat field kit, and 

the estab-
lishment 
of central 

collection 
points or 

agencies 
where all 
pertinent 

mortuary 
records 

could be gathered, filed, checked, traced, and 
corrected. Positive identification, he reasoned, 
should admit little doubt and no discrepancies. 

  The Quartermaster Department was reorganized 
in 1912 and became the Quartermaster Corps, a 

fully militarized branch of the service, much as 
we know it today. Specialized troops took over 
most of the functions previously performed by 

civilians or detachments from the line. Thus on  

 

A "dog tag" belonging 
to Pvt. Ralph W. 
Daniels, Medical Det., 
24th Co. Aluminum 
dog tags were crudely 
stamped with 
information and 
strung with a woven 
cord of cotton. 

the eve of the United States entry into WW I, the 
way was cleared for the establishment of trained 

Quartermaster units to care for the dead.   

  New regulations adopted in 1913 affirmed the 

Army’s now strong commitment toward positive 
identification and proper burial of the dead.  New 
techniques had made their way into procedure, 

particularly in regards to identification. Detailed 
maps and sketches showing exact locations of all 

temporary grave sites were to be filed at the time 
of initial burial. This would ease the process of 
disinterment at a later date. By 1917 the War 

Department moved a step further, amending Army 
Regulations so that all combat soldiers would be 

required to wear the familiar aluminum “dog tags” 
in the field. These changes reflected an awareness 
of past lessons, and a desire to improve the level 

of care. 
[To be continued in the September issue.] 

Compiled from articles found on https://www.qmfound.com/ 

and on http://www.historynet.com/ 

Memphis Belle, the Movie  

Coming on Tuesday, July 17 

  The Veterans Group will present 
Memphis Belle on Tuesday, July 

17 at 7:00 in the PAC.  In lieu of 
a charge to see the movie, 
donations of $3.00 are requested 

to help support the service 
projects of the Veterans Group. 

  Memphis Belle is a 1990 British-
American war drama about a B-17 crew in UK 
preparing for its 25th and last bombing mission 

over Germany before returning home to the USA. 

No Time for Sergeants  

Coming on Tuesday, August 21 

  The Veterans Group will present No Time for 
Sergeants on Tuesday, August 21 at 6:45 in the 
PAC.  In lieu of a charge se the movie, donations 

of $3.00 are requested to help support the service 
projects of the Veterans Group. 

  Will Stockdale (Griffith) is a 
backward, backwoods rube, who 
may or may not be smarter 

than he looks. Follow his 
adventures as a draftee in the 

US Air Force, assignment as 
Permanent Latrine Orderly and the events that 
eventually lead to his transfer to the Army.  

http://www.historynet.com/
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Memphis Belle  

  “If only one aircraft comes home today, let it be 
us." That was the prayer of then-Capt. Robert K. 

Morgan, pilot of the famed Memphis Belle, the 
first B-17 to complete 25 missions over Nazi-held 

Europe in World War II. 

  A retired reserve colonel and businessman, 

Morgan spoke in July 1994 at a special afternoon 
lecture at the US. Air Force Museum. In the 
course of telling how his and other Flying Fortress 

crews managed to survive, he also discussed the 
Warner Bros. movie and two documentaries that 

were made on the Memphis Belle.  

  The Memphis Belle, a Boeing-built B-17F, 
USAAC Serial No. 41-24485, was added to the 

USAAF inventory on 15 July 1942, and delivered 
in September 1942 to the 91st Bombardment 

Group at Dow Field, Bangor, Maine.  She 
deployed to Prestwick, Scotland, on 30 
September 1942, moving to a temporary base at 

RAF Kimbolton on 1 October, and then to her 
permanent base at RAF Bassingbourn, England, 

on 14 October.  Each side of the fuselage bore 
the unit and aircraft markings of a B-17 of the 
324th Bomb Squadron (Heavy); the squadron 

code "DF" and individual aircraft letter "A."  

  Early missions over Europe, Morgan said, were 

based on "trial and error" in attempts to develop 
the right tactics. In the process, 80 per cent of 
the crews in his unit were lost during the first 

three months of daylight saturation bombing, 
often without fighter escort. Morgan had a grim 

and graphic explanation of what those 
devastating losses meant to the surviving crews: 
“Eighty percent losses means you have breakfast 

with 10 men and dinner with only two of them”. 
Gradually, tight box-formation flying became the 

tactic for survival.  

  Meanwhile, 25 missions were established as the 

ticket for a return trip home. That was done as a 
morale tactic, Morgan added.  

  As formations grew larger in size, Morgan said 

airborne accidents also increased. Then there was 
the tactic of Goering's "yellow nose" fighters 

attacking head-on and inverted so they could 
quickly dive and get safely away.  

  Cold temperatures at altitude also plagued crew 

members. A gunner, for instance, had less than 
two minutes to clear his weapon with his gloves 

off. Any longer and his fingers would freeze.  

 

  "In the air we were ten equal guys, working 
together. They followed my orders. It was all busi-

ness, all the time," Morgan said. "On the ground, 
the officers and enlisted went their own way." 

  Captain Robert K. Morgan's crew flew 29 combat 
missions with the 324th Bomb Squadron between 
November 1942 and May 1943, all but four in the 

Memphis Belle. The aircraft's 25 combat missions 
included several over France and Germany plus 

one over Netherlands. 

  With 25 
missions to 

their record 
- as well as 

six German 
fighters - the 
8th Air Force 

commander, 
Lt Gen Ira 

Eaker, sent 
the Memphis 
Belle home 

in June 1943 
to thank the 

nation for its 
support and to sell War Bonds. They were 
welcomed as heroes during their three-month 

flying tour of the country.  

Of the 12,750 B-17s produced, Memphis Belle is 

famous for being the first Eighth Air Force bomber 
to complete 25 combat missions over occupied 

Europe without a crewman killed. 

But those crews who came home, Morgan said, 
were not the heroes. "Those who did not come 

home were heroes."  

After the war, the plane was saved from 

reclamation at Altus AFB, Oklahoma where she had 
been consigned, by the efforts of the mayor of 
Memphis, Walter Chandler. In the early 1970s, 

another mayor donated the historic aircraft back to 
the Air Force; she remained in Memphis contingent 

on being maintained.  Ultimately, the aircraft was 
returned to the National Museum of the USAF at 
Wright-Patterson AFB in late 2005.  Restoration 

proceeded slowly and the restored Memphis Belle 
was moved into the WW II gallery of the museum 

and officially unveiled May 17, 2018, the 75th 
anniversary of the plane’s 25th mission. 
Compiled from articles found on Wikipedia and in the Spring 

2018 issue of Friends Journal, the magazine of the Air Force 

Museum Foundation, Inc.  

 

The crew back from their 25th operational 
mission. All were awarded the Distin-
guished Flying Cross and the Air Medal. 
Many of the crew would go on to addi-
tional combat tours including pilot Robert 
Morgan who would fly 26 more missions in 
B-29s in the Pacific. (National Archives) 

http://www.historynet.com/grave-task-men-buried-wartime-dead.htm

