
Essential Information 
 

RED DAY - ACLLA Registration Day 
Wednesday, February 25, 2015  

Keystone Clubhouse Multipurpose Room 
10 A.M. - 1 P.M. 

Registration starts at 10 A.M.   
 

Registration is one day ONLY! 
 

One Registration Form per resident is required. 
For your convenience, two Registration Forms are included in each catalog.   

The Registration Form is one-sided only. 
No sharing of subscriptions 

 
There are 19 lectures offered. You may choose any number of lectures.  

ACLLA appreciates your interest.   
Please sign up only for the lectures you plan to attend.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Most lectures meet one time; two meet twice. 
You may select as many lectures as you wish for your subscription fee,  

regardless of the number of times it meets.  
 If you sign up for a lecture with two sessions,  

you are signing up for both sessions.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Make your selections carefully and double check your choices.   

The committee cannot make changes, substitutions or additions after registration day.        
If you forget a lecture, change your mind or are unable to attend for any reason, the 

committee cannot accommodate a change or a refund of your money.  
 



COST 
 

Cost of a subscription series: 
For one price ($50) you may choose up to 19 lectures.    

See the Registration Form at the back of this catalog to make your choices. 
 

Pricing for each lecture will also be listed on the Registration Form: 
$15= 1  lecture 
$30= 2 lectures 
$45= 3 lectures 

$50= 4 lectures or more 
$50= SUBSCRIPTION SERIES--BEST VALUE 

 
A resident’s maximum payment is $50. 

 
RESIDENTS MAY ATTEND ONLY THE LECTURES FOR WHICH THEY HAVE REGISTERED. 

WALK-INS CANNOT BE ACCEPTED. 
REMINDER: PAYMENT IS BY RESIDENT ID ONLY.  

 NO CHECKS OR CASH WILL BE ACCEPTED. 
 
 

ALL FEES ARE CHARGED TO YOUR BADGE ID NUMBER. 
 

What do I do if I am away on RED Day? 
 

If you cannot attend registration in person, please contact a friend or neighbor and send 
your completed, signed form including badge ID number with that friend or neighbor.   

Mail-in Registration Forms, early Registration Forms  
or late Registration Forms cannot be accepted. 

 
Confirmation forms will be placed in your cubby approximately two weeks before the start of 

classes.  Check your form carefully and report any problems to  
Tina Ruzzi Longello 215-443-3834 before the start of the first lecture. 

Please bring your confirmation form with you to each of your lectures. 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
The offerings in this catalog have been placed in alphabetical order. 

For your convenience there is a calendar  
located at the back of this catalog on pages 22-24. 

The Registration Forms are located at the back of the catalog. 
 
 

New members to the ACLLA are always needed and welcome.  Share your talents. 
 

Panel members are expected to attend meetings the second Monday of each month  
and to participate by working on a committee. 

If you are interested in more information about becoming a panel member of the  
Ann’s Choice Lifelong Learning Academy, please contact: 

 
Nancy Bulera, Co-Chair    215-674-2722 
Trudi Hertfelder, Co-Chair   215-675-4495 

          Carolyn Gilson, Co-Chair             215-672-1336   
                     
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FYI: Assistive Listening Devices are available at the front 
desks of Liberty Commons and Keystone Clubhouse.  
Residents must provide their own earphones and leave their 
ID badges with the desk staff. 
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Anthropology 
 
1 ANTH From the Silk Road to Environmental Catastrophe:       

Exploring the Nations of Central Asia          
(1 session) 

       
The former Soviet Republics of Central Asia (Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan and 
Turkmenistan) all share a history of successive conquest states, from the Parthians, Alexander's 
Macedonians, Arabs, Chinese, Persians, Mongols, to the Turks, along with 200 years of 
Tzarist/Soviet rule.  Cities that once were the world's most advanced in science and 
mathematics are now clouded in obscurity.  The fabled western outposts on the Silk            
Road - Samarkand, Bukhara, Khiva, Merv - share space with the monuments of modern and 
ancient megalomaniacs.  For centuries peoples have moved and cultures have mixed, resulting 
in a unique complex of customs.  At the same time, one of the planet's most severe and least 
known environmental disasters has unfolded. 

Instructor: Dr. Mark Curchack 
A.B., Phi Beta Kappa – Culture and Behavior, Yale University 
M.A. and Ph.D., Anthropology, University of California, Berkley  
Retired from Arcadia University 2012 
Executive Director, American A Cappella Alliance 
Docent, African Collection, University of Pennsylvania Museum of Archaeology and 
Anthropology 
 
Dr. Curchack began his Arcadia career of 31 years teaching Anthropology.  He served as 
Executive Director of the President’s Office, Dean of Graduate and Professional Studies and 
Assistant Provost.  Dr. Curchack has also been involved in a variety of educational organizations 
at the national level, such as the National Association of Presidential Assistants in Higher 
Education, for which he served as Chair and received its inaugural Award for Distinguished 
Service.  He is the Treasurer of the National Association for the Practice of Anthropology.  In his 
professional and leisure travels, he has visited over 50 countries around the world.  He sings 
with the a cappella group Philadelphia Counterparts and the Yale Alumni Chorus. 
 

Date Time Location 

Thursday, March 26, 2015 10:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. LC Performing Arts Center 
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Art/History 
 
2 ART HIS Pablo Picasso: What Makes His Art so Significant?      
(1 session) 

       
Picasso was the best-known modern artist and arguably the most important artist in the 20th 
century.  He was a pioneer and major player in many styles and developments in modern art, 
such as the blue period, "primitivism," cubism, collage, neo-classicism and surrealism.  By 
looking at selected and key works from his career, some from Philadelphia collections, we'll 
seek to understand what makes his art so significant.  
 
Instructor: Dr. Gerald Silk  
A.B., History, Brandeis University 
Ph.D., Art History, University of Virginia 
Professor of Modern and Contemporary Art and Chair of the Art History Department, Temple 
University/Tyler School of Art 
 
Dr. Silk taught at Columbia and the University of Pennsylvania prior to arriving at Temple in 
1988.  He has published widely on modern and contemporary art and curated internationally. 
Areas of focus include censorship, portraiture, Italian modernism, the Sixties and technological 
iconography.  He was an American Academy in Rome Prize Fellow and a Center for Advanced 
Study in the Visual Arts Senior Fellow at the National Gallery in Washington.  He has received 
grants from the National Endowment for the Humanities, the Mellon Foundation and the 
Smithsonian.  Dr. Silk is also the recipient of the Lindback Distinguished Teaching Award. 
 

Date Time Location 

Monday, May 18, 2015 1:30 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. LC Performing Arts Center 
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History 
 
3 HIS  Dan Sickles: Congressman, General, Scoundrel, Adulterer and Murderer   
(1 session) 

       
Dan Sickles was one of the most outrageous scoundrels of the 19th century.  He was a 
deadbeat, an embezzler and a con man who rose to serve in Congress.  He murdered his wife’s 
lover only to go free.  As a Civil War general, he disobeyed orders at Gettysburg causing the 
death of many soldiers; nevertheless, he was revered for his dedication to the Gettysburg 
battlefield.  While serving as the ambassador to Spain, he carried on a love affair with the 
queen of Spain.  Dan Sickles’ life offers us a shocking, but interesting story. 
 
Instructor: Hugh Boyle  
Founder/President Delaware Valley Civil War Roundtable 

Lecturer, Association of American History Presenters 

Board of Trustees of the Heritage Center Abraham Lincoln Foundation - Union League 

 

Mr. Boyle is the president of the Grand Army of the Republic Museum in Philadelphia.  He is a 

retired sales executive from Roadpro Electronics.  He is also the former publisher of the 

newspaper Civil War Brigadier.  Mr. Boyle has taught sales and marketing courses at Holy 

Family College and Manor College.  He is the founder and president of the April 1865 Society, 

president and founding member of the Delaware Valley Civil War Roundtable and a lecturer 

for the Association of American History Presenters.  As a historian he devotes his research to 

19th century presidential politics with a special emphasis on the historical events of that 

century.  Mr. Boyle has lectured at high schools, historical societies, seminars and symposiums 

and has been filmed for public broadcasting. 

 
Date Time Location 

Thursday, May 28, 2015 10:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. LC Performing Arts Center 
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4 HIS  Duels, Fools and Scoundrels          
(1 session) 

       
Usually when we think of the Civil War, we think of valorous acts of bravery in battle.  Yet, 
there is much, much more to this story.  Among the heroic and brave were cowards, rogues 
and even murderers.  Officers fought duels, were philanderers, led troops into battle while 
drunk, were shot by jilted husbands and even committed murder.  These are the rarely told 
tales and actual accounts that we do not read in the history books.  
 
Instructor: Herb Kauffman  
B.A. and M.Ed., Temple University  
Professional Certification- Teacher and Principal   
Founding Instructor, Civil War Institute, Manor College 
 
Mr. Kaufman has received numerous awards including the Award of Merit from the Delaware 
Valley Civil War Round Table and the Samuel Towne Award from the Grand Army of the 
Republic Museum.  He has also received several awards for his continuing work in education 
and support of the history of the Civil War.  Mr. Kaufman has been a Civil War re-enactor and 
has created many programs for students and adults at the Civil War Museum of Philadelphia.  
He is currently on the editorial staff of the Civil War News, writing both news and feature 
articles.  He is a member of the Board of Directors of both the Delaware Valley and the Old 
Baldy Civil War Round Tables. 
 

Date Time Location 
Tuesday, March 31, 2015 10:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. LC Performing Arts Center 
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5 HIS  FDR, the Holocaust and the Jewish Question (from the lecture series: U.S. 
Presidents, Their Hidden Illnesses and Their Effects on World History)             
(1 session) 

       
Was FDR aware of the atrocities in Europe before and during World War II?  Was there a U.S. 
Jewish quota?  Was FDR an anti-Semite?  What was the Morgenthau Plan? What was The 
Jewish Cabal?  What did FDR trade with Congress?  What was the Neutrality Act?  What was 
Lend Lease?  In this lecture we will discuss FDR’s relationships with Willkie, Lindberg, 
Morgenthau, Churchill, Stalin, Truman and their influence.  We will discuss Adolf Hitler, the 
Nazi take-over of Germany and Europe, Nazi Leadership, Nüremburg Laws, Kristallnacht, 
Ghettos and Auschwitz. We will discuss the influence of Goebbels, Goring,  Heydrich and 
Eichmann.  The presentation will cover FDR and the Holocaust from many perspectives for the 
audience.     
 
Instructor: Dr. Allan B. Schwartz  
B.S., Temple University School of Pharmacy 
M.D., Hahnemann Medical College 
Residency, Albert Einstein Medical Center 
FACP, FASN, FASH 
Professor of Medicine, Drexel University Hospital: Specialties in Internal Medicine and 
Nephrology 
 
Dr. Allan B. Schwartz has had an impressive and distinguished career in the medical profession 

and has won numerous awards and distinctions throughout his career.  With over 30 years of 

clinical practice experience in nephrology and hypertension, he has worked at several area 

hospitals.  He currently teaches the subjects of nephrology and hypertension and gives 

medical education presentations for physicians and other medical practitioners. 

Dr. Schwartz has served as a peer reviewer for nephrology and cardiovascular journals and is 

editor in chief of the Drexel University College of Medicine Medical Monograph.  He has 

published two textbooks on nephrology and has written multiple articles on hypertension, 

cardiovascular diseases and nephrology.   

His lecture is based on his long standing clinical observations and research in U.S. presidential 

history.  Dr. Schwartz has given his lecture series throughout the U.S.  Among the world 

leaders he presents are Presidents Roosevelt, Kennedy, Nixon and more. 

 

Date Time Location 

Monday, May 4, 2015 10:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. LC Performing Arts Center 
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6 HIS  In Their Own Words           
(1 session) 

       
“It was a perfect shower of bullets.”  “This is the first letter I ever wrote, and if you like it I will 

write again.” These are the final sentiments of two letters written in 1862 by Union soldiers.  

Thousands of men, away from home for the first time, found solace in sharing their 

experiences with friends and loved ones.  Using the authentic letters from my personal 

collection, this program provides a personal perspective of their experiences.  Some are 

moving, some are funny and all bring an insight into the lives of the Civil War soldier.  (The 

actual letters are shown on a screen using PowerPoint.) 

 
Instructor: Herb Kauffman  
 
See bio on Page 4. 
 

Date Time Location 

Tuesday, April 28, 2015 10:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. LC Performing Arts Center 
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7 HIS  Lyndon Baines Johnson as President         
(2 sessions) 

       
Lyndon Baines Johnson assumed the Presidency upon the assassination of John F. Kennedy.  In 
both domestic and foreign affairs, LBJ’s presidency reflected the turbulence of the 1960s and 
the “uncertainty” that gripped American culture. The first lecture will focus on Johnson’s early 
days in office and his domestic policies and achievements.  The second lecture will consider 
Johnson’s foreign policy including the Soviet Union, NATO and Vietnam.  A bibliography and 
timeline will be provided. 
 
Instructor: Dr. William Walker  
B.A., LaSalle University  
M.A., Villanova University  
Ph.D., University of South Carolina 
Professor Emeritus, Chestnut Hill College 
Adjunct Faculty, Chestnut Hill College 
 
In 2008 Dr. Walker retired from Chestnut Hill College as the Senior Vice President, Vice 
President for Academic Affairs and Dean of the Faculty.  He previously served as an 
administrator and a member of the history faculties at the University of the Sciences, 
Gwynedd-Mercy College, the University of South Carolina at Sumter, Clemson University at 
Sumter and Villanova University.  Dr. Walker continues to be affiliated with Chestnut Hill 
College as an adjunct Professor of History and conducts research and writing.   
 
He is the author of McCarthyism and The Red Scare; Term Paper Resource Guide on 
Nineteenth Century World History;  Essentials of European History 1848-1914: Realism and 
Materialism and America and the Cold War.   He is researching Zurich 1914-18 and America 
During the Pre-War Years, 1939-41.  He has co-written three additional books, edited two 
books and published numerous articles and book reviews on history.  
 
 

Date Time Location 

Friday, March 27, 2015 10:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. LC Performing Arts Center 
Monday, March 30, 2015 10:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. LC Performing Arts Center 
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8 HIS  Pennsylvania Canals: Arteries of Commerce in the 19th Century     
(1 session) 

       
When the Erie Canal between Albany and Buffalo in New York opened in 1925, its success 

spawned a wave of canal construction in many of the Eastern states.  The web of 

interconnecting canals formed an early version of the later Interstate Highway system.  In 

Pennsylvania canals carried coal and manufactured goods to markets in the state and 

connected to canals in Ohio and across the Delaware into canals in New Jersey and New York.  

This lecture will describe how and where PA canals were constructed and who paid for them, 

how canal boats were built and paid for and most importantly, what economic and cultural 

impact the canals made on the growth of PA.  It will also describe the decline and death of 

canals, as well as where one can see what remains of them and enjoy recreation along them. 

 
Instructor: Glenn A. Wenrich 
President, Pennsylvania Canal Society 
 
Mr. Wenrich has had a lifelong interest in canals and has lived in Berks County for his entire life.  
In 1957 he bought property that includes the towpath of the Schuylkill Navigation System and 
in the same year he met C. Howard Hiester, a fourth generation canal man who shared 
everything he knew about canals with Glenn.  Mr. Hiester donated almost 2,000 canal artifacts 
to Berks County.  At the museum that houses much of this collection, Mr. Wenrich has served 
as a volunteer curator.  He is also a guide on walking tours of parts of the remaining PA canal 
system.  Glenn Wenrich is considered one of America’s leading experts on canals. 
 

Date Time Location 

Monday, May 11, 2015 1:30 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. LC Performing Arts Center 
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History/Film 
 
9 HIS FIL Hollywood’s Greatest Stunts          
(1 session) 

       
It takes bravery and foolishness to risk your physical well-being in the name of movie stunts.  
When it goes well, it can turn an ambitious action scene into a perfectly choreographed work 
of art.  When it goes badly, it can cost actors and their respective stunt doubles broken bones  
and sometimes their lives.  In this presentation we’ll view some of Hollywood’s greatest stunts 
and explore why they continue to captivate movie audiences. 
 
Instructor: Jerry Millevoi 
B.A., The College of New Jersey 
M.A., History, West Chester University 
Adjunct Instructor, Bucks County Community College 
Professional Photographer 
 
Jerry Millevoi is an educator, lecturer and photographer.  As an adjunct instructor at Bucks 
County Community College, he developed the material for a course entitled Interpreting 
History through Cinema.  This course investigates motion pictures as historical texts and 
examines how cinema creates a window for viewing American culture, politics and society. 
Students analyze and evaluate motion pictures and learn to recognize the uniqueness of film as 
an alternate method for exploring, dissecting and comprehending history.  He also teaches U.S. 
History I and The American Indian.  As a lecturer, Mr. Millevoi has delivered over 50 
cinema/history presentations to retirement communities, historical associations and libraries.  
This widely accepted lecture series, also entitled Interpreting History through Cinema, provides 
an introspective and fascinating view of cinema from a historical perspective. 
 

Date Time Location 

Friday, April 10, 2015 1:30 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. LC Performing Arts Center 
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10 HIS FIL Love and Romance           
(1 session) 

       
What is it about love and romance in cinema that reaches inside our hearts and touches us on 
such a visceral level?  Movies about love and romance often have more at stake than a trip to 
the altar and don’t always end up happily.  Others are modeled on the literary “romance,” a 
centuries-old genre of narrative fiction that combines adventure, idealism and courtly love.  In 
this presentation we will watch film clips from both iconic and obscure films that depict love 
and romance.  Some of these clips will make you laugh and some may make you cry! 
 
Instructor: Jerry Millevoi 
 
See bio on page 9. 
 

Date Time Location 

Friday, May 29, 2015 1:30 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. LC Performing Arts Center 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

[10] 



Literature 
 
11 LIT  Pearl S. Buck: The Eternal Child of Wonder        
(1 session) 

       
This lecture offers a glimpse of the artist in Pearl S. Buck’s autobiographies The Eternal 
Wonder, My Several Worlds, and The Child Who Never Grew.  Although she claimed to be only 
a storyteller, all of her writings contain some autobiographical references which flash through 
her written lines, revealing her as so much more than a mere teller of tales.  She lived the 
internal life of an artist.  Reading between the lines may disclose what she was really thinking 
and feeling. 
 
In her last novel, The Eternal Wonder, Ms. Buck, using a male persona, details her growth as 
an artist, a writer and a novelist.  In reality, this novel illustrates the never-ending struggle of 
the artist in a world which does not understand him (or her).  The first few chapters detail 
what Ms. Buck said in other places - that she remembered being in the womb as well as her 
birth.  Subsequent events in growing up show the gradual realization of her real calling            
in life - to be a writer. 
 
The words “eternal” and “wonder” and “child” are woven together throughout her writings, 
often in tragic situations.  For example, in My Several Worlds, when she tells of sitting with her 
family in fear of imminent death during the Communist invasion of Nanking, she refers to her 
mentally challenged daughter as “the eternal child.”  Her confessional work, The Child Who 
Never Grew, is a somber acknowledgement that her only birth daughter was mentally 
challenged by the then unknown disease PKU, spurring her to widen her artistic and 
humanitarian goals. 
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Instructor: Dr. Anne K. Kaler  
B.A., Catholic University of America   
M.A., University of Pennsylvania 
Ph.D., Temple University 
Professor Emerita 
 
Dr. Kaler has been a professor of English at Gwynedd Mercy College for 38 years, was 
department chair for 3 years, edited literary journals for 9 years, taught myth, Shakespeare, 
women writers and musical comedy, along with English Literature and writing courses. Current 
interests include volunteering at the Pearl  S. Buck Institute, organizing/editing a book on fiber 
arts, writing for PSBI (Pearl S. Buck International) Writer’s Guild, organizing panels on popular 
novels for the Mid-Atlantic Popular/American Culture Association and teaching English to 
Chinese speakers. 
 

Date Time Location 

Friday, April 17, 2015 10:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. LC Performing Arts Center 
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12 LIT  Peeking Into the Journals of Henry David Thoreau       
(1 session) 

       
Jeffrey S. Cramer will talk about the life and legacy of Henry David Thoreau by sharing and 
discussing passages from his journals and revealing Thoreau's thoughts on topics ranging from 
sex to solitude, manners to miracles, government to God, life to death and everything in 
between.  It was Thoreau's friend Ralph Waldo Emerson, another inveterate journal keeper, 
who urged Thoreau to keep a record of his thoughts and observations.  Begun in 1837, his 
journal spans a period of twenty-five years and runs to more than two million words, coming 
to a halt only in 1861, shortly before the author's death.  The handwritten journal had 
somewhat humble origins.  As it grew in scope and ambition, it came to function as a record of 
Thoreau's interior life as well as the source for his books and essays.  Over time it became the 
central concern of the author's literary life.  In presenting Thoreau's journals, Mr. Cramer will 
give a full portrait of this iconic figure, showing the writer, thinker, naturalist, social reformer, 
neighbor and friend. 
 
Instructor: Jeffrey Cramer 
B.A., University of Massachusetts, Amherst 
M.B.A., Studied to be a Professional Archivist, SUNY-Albany  
Curator of Collections at the Thoreau Institute at Walden Woods 
 
Jeffrey S. Cramer is the editor of Walden: A Fully Annotated Edition.  This book is a winner of a 
2004 NOBA (National Outdoor Book Award) and a co-winner of the Boston Authors Club's 2005 
Julia Ward Howe Special Award.  Walden: A Fully Annotated Edition has been called a 
"handsome, 'all-things-Walden' edition" by the Boston Globe.  USA Today said, "Cramer's side 
notes are like short, illuminating conversations."  His The Quotable Thoreau was a recipient of 
an Umhoefer Prize for Achievement in Humanities in 2011. 
 

Date Time Location 
Friday, May 1, 2015 10:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. LC Performing Arts Center 
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13 LIT  Women Writers of the Middle Ages         
(1 session) 

       
One of the many dividends of the Feminist Movement of the 1970s and 1980s was the 
uncovering and rediscovery of female writers of the Middle Ages, so long hidden or forgotten.  
This presentation will take a look at texts written by several women.  The lecture may include 
Hrotsvit, a tenth-century Benedictine nun, whose legends and plays celebrate beautiful heroic 
women and Heloise, herself a beautiful and heroic Benedictine, made famous by her exchange 
of letters with ex-lover and husband Abelard.  Also included are Marie de France, whose lays 
and fables are frank in their portrayal of sexuality, Christian mystics such as Hildegard of 
Bingen, Julian of Norwich, and Marjorie Kempe, as well as Christine de Pizan, a fourteenth-
century French widow who supported her three children, mother and cousin by working as a 
copyist and writer at the court of Charles V, likely the first French woman to earn her living as 
a writer. 
 
Instructor: Dr. Carol Breslin 
Ph.D., Literature, Temple University 
Professor of English, Gwynedd-Mercy College 
 
Dr. Breslin earned her doctorate in literature from Temple University with a specialty in 
Chaucer's Canterbury Tales.  Current research and teaching interests include women writers of 
the Middle Ages, the life and legacy of Nobel laureate Pearl S. Buck, strategies for effective 
teaching of grammar and writing as well as continued exploration of the works of Chaucer. 
 

Date Time Location 

Friday, May 8, 2015 10:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. LC Performing Arts Center 
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Music 
 
14 MUS America Steps Out with Fred Astaire          
(2 sessions) 

       
They are “the only jewels of my life” Ginger Rogers exclaimed of her films with Fred Astaire, 
America’s greatest dancing star (1899-1987).  These lectures trace Astaire’s growth from his 
modest beginnings as a child performer on the Orpheum circuit through his Depression-era 
movie triumphs.  The focus will be on Fred’s first 40 years, notably his partnerships with his 
sister Adele Astaire and then with Ginger Rogers.  Through the use of rare videos and audios, 
as well as Maestro Karl Middleman’s expert commentary, the genius of Fred Astaire lives again.  
 
Lecture 1– Adele and Fred: Partners in Vaudeville - Angels of the Dance Floor  
Fred and Adele Astaire were the longest performing dance team in history.  Many critics, 
including Fred, considered Adele to be the greater talent during their 26-year partnership.  The 
lecture will cover the struggles and successes of the young Astaires from their beginnings in 
Omaha to their successes in vaudeville theaters throughout the country.  
 
Lecture 2 – The Sword in the Stone: Fred Finds his Crown with Ginger or Fred Finds his Perfect 
Partner in Ginger Rogers 
An unlikely pair, Fred Astaire and Ginger Rogers became the most celebrated dance team in 
history.  Astaire was balding and somewhat awkward as an actor.  Ginger Rogers was beautiful, 
seductive and comedic.  Her playful coquettish style and natural charisma complemented him 
well.  We will examine their special chemistry while sampling highlights from their ten great 
musical films.  
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Instructor: Karl Middleman    
M.A., Music Theory and Composition, Temple University  
Commonwealth Speaker for the Pennsylvania Humanities Council 
Instructor of music and the personal growth workshops for Pendle Hill Learning Center 
 
Known as an extremely versatile musician, Karl Middleman is familiar to classical music 
audiences as a composer, lecturer and conductor of many orchestras and choirs.  He is a 
recipient of numerous awards from the National Endowment for the Arts, the Pew Center for 
Arts and Heritage and the Pennsylvania Council on the Arts.  His artistry has been cited in both 
19th Century Music and Philadelphia Magazine, from which his work with the Classical 
Symphony was twice awarded “Best in Philly.”  A career educator, he has served on the 
faculties of Arcadia University, Cabrini College, Philadelphia and Montgomery County 
Community Colleges and Temple University.   
 

Date Time Location 

Tuesday, April 7, 2015 10:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. LC Performing Arts Center 
Tuesday, April 14, 2015 10:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. LC Performing Arts Center 
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15 MUS Boheme Opera: The Spectacle of Paris - Bizet’s Carmen and Gounod’s Faust  
(1 session) 

       
This program focuses on Bizet's Carmen and Gounod's Faust.  Other French composers would 
include Jules Massenet, Jacques Offenbach and Leo Delibes among others.  Other operas 
would include Pearl Fishers, Lakme, Manon and Werther. 
 
Instructor: Boheme Opera New Jersey - Sandra Milstein-Pucciatti, Edward Bogusz, 

         Eve Edwards and  Jerrold Kalstein 
The mission of Boheme Opera New Jersey is to provide and enrich the region with accessible, affordable and 
artistically professional opera performances.  The company is committed to preserving and promoting the 
operatic art form and introducing it to new and diverse audiences through its productions, educational and 
outreach programs, community involvement, business partnerships and collaborations with other arts 
organizations. 
 

Sandra Milstein-Pucciatti is the pianist for Boheme Opera New Jersey and has been a successful professional 
accompanist for the past 36 years.  A versatile accompanist, she specializes not only in voice literature, but 
also in the repertoire of woodwinds and brass.  During the course of her career, she has appeared as a soloist 
with numerous orchestras in the region, as well as in solo recital.  Ms. Milstein-Pucciatti has accompanied 
noted opera artists from the Metropolitan Opera, including the late legendary bass Jerome Hines, baritones 
Vernon Hartman and David Arnold, tenors Ronald Naldi, Anthony Laciura and Allan Glassman, as well as the 
late countertenor John Ferrante of P.D.Q. Bach fame. 

 

Edward Bogusz was educated at Temple University, SUNY – Buffalo and the Festival Lirico Internazionale di 
Barga (Italy), where he was a vocal and operatic student of the legendary Italian basso Italo Tajo.  Mr. Bogusz 
began singing with many of the prestigious musical organizations nationally as guest artist.  He has been 
featured with many orchestras and opera companies throughout the United States and has had a varied and 
distinguished career in opera. Mr. Bogusz is the founder, producer and artistic director of the music series 
Edward Bogusz and Friends.   
 

Eve Edwards has performed over 35 leading roles in New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania and Delaware.  These 
include Mimi in La Boheme, Violetta in La Traviata, Pamina in The Magic Flute, Donna Elvira in Don Giovanni 
and many more.  Ms. Edwards has appeared most recently in the Delphi Opera in Delaware as Mimi in a 
production of La Boheme, which she also produced.  She has also appeared with the Pennsylvania Lyric Opera 
Theater, the Amato Opera of New York, the Concert Operetta Theater and many others.  Other performances 
this year include Nedda in l Pagliacci with the Pennsylvania Lyric Opera, Tosca with the Shannondell Opera and 
Brunhilde with Edward Bogusz and Friends. 
 

Jerrold Kalstein has been a member of the Board of Directors of the Boheme Opera New Jersey for the past 
two years.  After a career in business for 25 years, he has devoted his time to the promotion of operatic 
productions.  He has also narrated concert performances of Mozart’s Marriage of Figaro and Beethoven’s 
Fidelio among others.  He will be conducting lectures on opera this fall on behalf of the Boheme Opera New 
Jersey at regional libraries in New Jersey and Pennsylvania.  He has been a keen observer of opera 
performances in both Europe and the United States and is an avid collector of vinyl and CD operatic recordings 
from all eras of music. 

 

Date Time Location 

Tuesday, May 12, 2015 10:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. LC Performing Arts Center 
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Political Science 
 
16 POL SCI The Cuban Missile Crisis: How It Happened and Its Aftermath     
(1 session) 

       
The Cuban Missile Crisis was the most dangerous event of the long Cold War - the one time 
when the two superpowers might have entered into a nuclear war.  How did this happen?  
This lecture will look at Khrushchev's goals for the Soviet Union and Cuba and take an equal 
look at what President Kennedy wanted to achieve in U.S.-Soviet relations and with Fidel 
Castro's Cuba.  This can lead us a long way toward understanding how such an event could 
happen.  Misunderstandings about what each country was doing and might do also inflamed 
the situation.  Furthermore, the U.S. domestic political environment, with most politicians 
being very hostile to Castro and very fearful of being labeled "soft" on Communism, also 
explains a lot.  This lecture will look at the politics of this story before, during and after the 
Missile Crisis. Particular attention will be paid to JFK, Khrushchev, the CIA and certain 
members of Congress (such as Sen. Kenneth Keating, R-NY) who, in late summer 1962, focused 
Americans' attentions and fears on what the Soviets might be up to in Cuba. 
 
Instructor: David M. Barrett  
B.S. and Ph.D., Presidency and U.S. Foreign Policy, Notre Dame 
Professor of Political Science, Villanova University 
 
Professor Barrett has been teaching at Villanova University for 25 years.  He has authored two 
books on President Lyndon Johnson and the Vietnam War and in 2005, a book about the CIA, 
Congress and the White House from the Truman/Eisenhower era through the Bay of Pigs 
venture.  During the 50th anniversary in 2012 of the Cuban Missile Crisis, his book Blind Over 
Cuba, co-authored with Max Holland, was published.  The Philadelphia Inquirer had a front 
page story about that book.  Dr. Barrett plans to write a book covering the entirety of the 
Kennedy years, once again focusing on the CIA, Congress and the White House.  He has taught 
courses on national security, the presidency, intelligence agencies and the Vietnam War. 
 

Date Time Location 
Friday, April 24, 2015 1:30 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. LC Performing Arts Center 
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Science 
 
17 SCI  The Devil Inside: Ebola, Influenza and Other Viruses      
(1 session) 

       
Hardly a day goes by that some viral infection is not a topic in the newspaper or evening news.  
There are annual concerns about influenza and new fears about exotic viruses such as Ebola 
and SARS.  The surprising re-emergence of “old foes” including polio and measles remains 
cause for alarm both in the United States and in the world, though much of what is reported in 
the media is either an exaggeration or just incorrect.  This lecture will provide a clear 
introduction to how viruses infect us and cause disease and will address some common 
misconceptions about illnesses ranging from the common cold to AIDS.  The presentation will 
be highly interactive with demonstrations and will provide a solid foundation to non-scientists 
about the mystery and amazing lifestyles of these invisible, bedeviling invaders. 
 
Instructor: Dr. Glenn Rall 
B.S., Lafayette College 
Ph.D., Microbiology and Immunology, Vanderbilt University  
Professor/Leader, Inflammation Working Group 
Co-Leader, Blood Cell Development and Function 
 Associate Chief Academic Officer, Fox Chase Cancer Center   
 
Dr. Rall has completed postdoctoral training at the Scripps Research Institute in La Jolla, CA.  
He is currently a Professor and the Co-Program Leader of the Immune Cell Development and 
Host Defense Program at the Fox Chase Cancer Center.  In addition he is also an Adjunct 
Professor in the Microbiology and Immunology departments at the University of Pennsylvania, 
Princeton, Thomas Jefferson, Drexel and Temple Universities.  Dr. Rall’s laboratory studies 
include viral infections of the brain and the immune responses to those infections, with the 
goal of defining how viruses contribute to disease in humans.  His services to the scientific 
community include membership on the Autism Speaks Scientific Advisory Board, Opinions 
Editor of the scientific journal, PLoS Pathogens, chairing the Education and Career 
Development Committee of the American Society for Virology, membership on multiple grant 
review panels and co-authorship on the leading virology textbook, Principles of Virology.   
 

Date Time Location 
Tuesday, April 21, 2015 10:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. LC Performing Arts Center 
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Technology 
 
18 TECH Current Trends in Cyber Crime          
(1 session) 

       
The FBI is the leading law enforcement agency for investigating cyber matters. In June 2002 
the Director placed the protection of the U.S. against cyber-based attacks and high technology 
crimes as the number three priority within the FBI.  The FBI’s Cyber Division addresses cyber 
threats in a coordinated manner, allowing the FBI to stay one step ahead of the adversaries 
technologically threatening the United States.  The Cyber Division addresses all violations with 
a cyber-nexus.  The Cyber Division also simultaneously supports FBI priorities across program 
lines, assisting counterterrorism, counterintelligence and other criminal investigations when 
aggressive technological investigative assistance is required.   
 
An agent from the Federal Bureau of Investigation, Philadelphia Field Office, will be presenting 
information on current cyber crime trends and how the FBI investigates this type of criminal 
activity.  This presentation will focus on criminal activity perpetrated on the internet and some 
tips on how to avoid being a victim of cyber crime.  A question and answer session will also be 
included. 
 
Instructor: Special Agent, Cyber Crimes Division, FBI 
The speaker’s information will be provided at the beginning of the lecture. 
 

Date Time Location 

Thursday, April 23, 2015 10:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. LC Performing Arts Center 
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World Peace 
 
19 WOR PEA Creating Lasting Peace: Is It Possible?       
(1 session) 

       
Everyone seems to have his own definition of what peace means, especially during the 
holidays.  Today’s talk will explore the skill-building aspect of peace, the inner work we need to 
do to deal with wounds and trauma and then the international work of Compassionate 
Listening and Multi-track Diplomacy to begin to understand one another more deeply, 
bringing parties together for Dialogue or Healing workshops.  Ms. Simmons will share her work 
between the Hutu and Tutsi in Rwanda to the Japanese who were injured from the dropping 
of the A-bomb in Hiroshima and Nagasaki so that we can understand how the local affects the 
international. 
 
Instructor: Barbara Simmons  
B.A., Institute of Archaeology, London  
Instructor of International Peace and Conflict Resolution, master’s program, Arcadia University 
 
Ms. Simmons completed Family Mediation Training, Community Mediation Training and 
Cultural Communications Training at the Institute of Multi-Track Diplomacy.  She holds 
certificates in the field from institutions across the country.  She is founder and producer of 
Peace Talks, a public radio project, producing documentaries of peace-building around the 
world.  These programs have aired on both National Public Radio and Public Radio 
International.  She is currently working on a documentary marking the upcoming 20th 
anniversary of the genocide in Rwanda.   
 
Ms. Simmons is Executive Director of the Peace Center, a non-profit educational organization 
located in Langhorne, PA, whose mission is to educate, empower and support individuals and 
organizations in their efforts to prevent violence, to promote conflict transformation and to 
foster inclusive, equitable and safe communities locally, nationally and internationally. 
 

Date Time Location 
Monday, April 6, 2015 10:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. LC Performing Arts Center 
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