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Ann’s Choice Residents and Guests are invited to attend Veterans Group Programs and Events-   
(Meetings are open to ALL with no charge)  

NEXT MEETING:  

October 15, 2019 at 7:30 pm,  

Ann’s Choice PAC 

  A representative from the Bucks County 
Dept. Of Military Affairs will update us on 

the programs and assistance the office 
can provide to veterans. 

  Many area merchants have discount 

programs for veterans and service 
members.  Bucks County Dept. of Military 
Affairs issues a Bucks County Veterans 

Discount Card ID valid at many local 
merchants.  

  For more information, go to 

http://www.buckscounty.org/government
/CommunityServices/MilitaryAffairs. 

Share Your Story 

  Did you serve during World War II or 

the Korean War?  Did you serve during 
Vietnam?  Did you serve during a time of 
no conflict?  Did you serve in the Middle 

East?  Did you serve on the Homefront? 
Do you have stories – humorous 

anecdotes, what you saw, where you 
were – that you could share?  Do you 
have any letters you wrote to family 

which describe what you were doing?   
  If you answered ‘Yes’ to any questions, 

the Ann’s Choice Veterans Group invites 
you to share your stories.  Steve Rodos 

(215-620-7315 or srodos@gmail.com) 
would like to sit with you in the AC TV 
studio for a short interview.  Or contact 

the newsletter editor, John Hodges, at 
(215-323-4969, BC-412, or 

jdhodgesnj08540@outlook.com).    

New Members 
  A big welcome to Edwin Fitzpatrick 
(1959 – 1985, US Navy), Abe Kern (1951 

– 1955, US Navy), Halfred Taylor (1958 – 
1959, US Army, Germany) and Richard 

Ernest (1956 – 1967, US Air Force and 
USAF Reserves) who recently joined the 

Ann’s Choice Veterans Group.    

 

Veterans Day Service   

on Monday, November 11  

  The Veterans Group will celebrate 

Veterans Day on Monday, November 11 in 
the Ann’s Choice PAC.  Since 2019 is the 

one hundredth anniversary of the founding 
of the American Legion, this year’s 
program will commemorate its founding.  

The program will begin at 11:00 am – the 
eleventh hour of the eleventh day of the 

eleventh month. The program will include 
musical selections provided by the Ann’s 
Choice Chorus. 

  More details about the program will be in 

the November newsletter.   

Volunteer and Service Opportunities  

  There is a continuing need for help with 
the program to drive veterans to the 

Horsham VA Center.   Volunteers do not 
have to be veterans themselves in order to 
assist veterans getting to their 

appointments. Call Judy Wright at 215-
674-2328 for information about the 

program or to schedule a ride. 

  Volunteers are also needed to help with 
both Veterans Group 

Flag Programs when 
both large and small 

flags are deployed for 
patriotic holidays.  
  Large Memorial 

Flags, donated by families of veteran 
residents, are deployed for in front of each 

clubhouse; contact Rudy Stroh at 
(215) 443-5782 for more information or to 
volunteer.  

  Over 700 small flags line our streets for 
these holidays; for more information or to 

volunteer contact Jerry Wright at 
(215) 674-2328.  

Daylight Saving Time 

  Remember to turn your 
clocks back one hour at 
2:00 am on Sunday, 

November 3, 2019.  
  

http://www.buckscounty.org/government/CommunityServices/MilitaryAffairs
http://www.buckscounty.org/government/CommunityServices/MilitaryAffairs
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Birthday Surprise Reunites WW II Pilot  

with Pieces of his Past 

San Diego Union Tribune - Tuesday, January 29, 2019 

  When Capt. Alan Carlton's B-24 bomber was shot 

down over Germany during World War II, he felt 
lucky. Not that lucky — wounded in the right foot, 

he left a bloody trail in the snow that made him 
easy to track. The American pilot was captured at 

gunpoint and spent more than a year in a POW 
camp. But he was alive, which was more than could 
be said for three of his crewmen. Now, 75 years 

later, Carlton has another reason to feel lucky 
about what happened that day. It came via FedEx a 

few days ago from Eisenach, a city in central 
Germany. 

  Eberhard Haelbig, a researcher there who is 

documenting aerial combat during the war, scours 

crash sites found near his home. Dozens of planes 
went down there. Scavenged over the years by 

humans, consumed by the elements, what's left is 
mostly pieces. 

  But even they tell a story. 

  One plane in particular, a B-24 that crashed in a  

 
(photo: Howard Lipin/San Diego Union-Tribune/TNS) 

Alan Carlton, who turned 100-years-old on January 13, 

2019, holds a piece of one of the wings of the World War 

II era Army Air Corps B-24 bomber he was flying over 

Germany on February 24, 1944, when it was shot down, 

for the first time since being shot down.  The pieces of 

the plane were discovered by German researchers 

recently, and sent to him via his daughter.  He spent 

about a year and a half in a prisoner-of-war camp. 

forest, caught his attention not long ago. Using 
records in Germany and the U.S., he figured out 

which plane it was, and when it had gone down. 

  He learned the names of the 10 Americans who 

were on board, and found photographs taken 
shortly after it crashed. With the help of Google and 
a military friend in the states, he contacted the 

pilot, who lives in a senior community in Carmel 
Valley. 

  Which is how Carlton got two FedEx boxes with 
remnants of his B-24. 

  "With this I would like to say, 'Thank you, Capt. 

Carlton,' and thank you to the Greatest Generation 
for your fight against evil and for liberating my 

country from that," Haelbig said in an email 
interview with the Union-Tribune. "I'm a German by 
birth, but American by heart."  What he sent Carlton 

is a pile of junk to a layman's eye. But not to the 
former pilot. 

  "This means a lot to me," Carlton said recently as 
he looked through the seven pieces of metal and 
glass. He held up a scrap he thinks was the part of 

a wing tip called an aileron. "I never thought I'd see 
any of my plane again. I'm glad to have these."  

Glad, too, because the package arrived in time for 
his 100th birthday. "What a nice, early present this 
is," he said. 

His 14th Mission 

  They called it Big Week.  As 1943 turned into 
1944, Allied commanders hatched a plan for a 

round-the-clock aerial offensive against the Nazis, 
one of the largest bombing campaigns of the war. 

  American B-17s and B-24s stationed in England 
and Italy would attack airplane factories, munitions 
centers and other targets in Germany during the 

day. British planes would raid at night.  They hoped 
not only to strike at Germany's industrial heart, but 

draw its fighter jets into a war of attrition and clear 
the skies in advance of the pivotal D-Day land 

invasion at Normandy planned for later that year. 

  For six days starting on Feb. 20, 1944, hundreds 
of B-17s and B-24s flew missions into Germany, 

dropping nearly 10,000 tons of bombs. They paid a 
hefty price, losing about 250 bombers and fighters. 

Some 2,500 crew members were killed, injured, lost 
or captured. 

  But Germany lost hundreds of planes and pilots, 

too, and with its factories and airfields damaged by 
the bombs, couldn't replace them quickly. 

Continued on page 2 
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“Birthday Surprise” continued from page 2 

  The Allies had gained air supremacy. 

  Carlton was shot down during “Big Week”, on 

Feb. 24, 1944. The Detroit native had enlisted 
two years earlier, dropping out of medical school 
at Indiana University "to do my part in the war 

effort," he said. "Everybody was joining." 

  Part of the 567th Bomb Squadron based in 

Hethel, England, Carlton was on his 14th mission 
when his B-24 D Liberator, built at Consolidated 
in San Diego, was hit by enemy fire, first over 

Holland, and then over central Germany. 

  Machine-gun bursts from Luftwaffe fighter 

planes killed his tail gunner and two waist 
gunners, 
and sent 

the B-24 
rolling. 

Everybody 
else para-
chuted out 

the bomb 
bay doors, 

with Carlton 
exiting last. 

He came 

down 
between 

two trees, 
suspended 

in the air. 
After 
cutting 

himself free, he hobbled away, but his right foot 
— wounded by shrapnel when the plane got shot 

— trailed blood in the snow. German civilians 
hunted him down about two hours later and held 
him at gunpoint until the military arrived. 

  From there he was interrogated briefly, then put 
on a train and sent to Stalag Luft I, a prison camp 

for Allied air crews located near Barth, Germany, 
on the Baltic Sea. Nearly 9,000 British and 
American aviators were captive there. 

  A journal Carlton kept during his imprisonment 
includes drawings he made of the camp, as well 

as a map of his ill-fated mission. It has lists of 
books he read and movies he saw, and recipes 
the prisoners used for meals made from care- 
package ingredients like Spam. And meals made 
from animals.  "Whatever we could catch, we   

 
United States Army Air Forces 

Consolidated B-24D Liberator over 

Maxwell Field, Ala. 

Ate”, Carlton said. When Russian forces liberated the 
camp in early May 1945, his weight had dropped to 

about 100 pounds. 

  B-17s and B-24s arrived to pick up the prisoners. On 

the way out, they flew their passengers over German 
cities so they could view the results of the bombings 
they'd participated in before getting shot down. 

  "I was happy to see it," Carlton said. 

An Unusual Ending 

  Haelbig, the German researcher, works for a non-

profit organization dedicated to preserving the story 
of one particular World War II aerial battle: The 

Kassel Mission. 

  On Sept. 27, 1944, B-24s from the 445th Bomb 
Group, stationed at Tibenham in England, were sent 

to hit factories in Kassel. A group of about 35 planes, 
through what the American Air Museum in Britain 

called "a gross error in leadership and navigation," 
peeled off from the main group and their fighter 
escorts to attack a different town. 

  The bombers were overrun by about 150 German 
fighter planes, which in six minutes shot down 25 of 

the B-24s. Six others made emergency landings in 
Allied territory. Only four made it back to Tibenham. 

  It was, according to the Kassel Mission Historical 
Society, "the greatest single-day loss to a group from 
one airfield in aviation warfare history." More than 

two-thirds of the crew members were killed or taken 
prisoner. 

  While his main focus is documenting the stories of 
the Kassel Mission, Haelbig is also interested in other 
aerial warfare in the region, including Big Week. He 

said almost 30 U.S. planes were shot down in just 
one day during that campaign near Eisenach, his 

hometown. 

  Hunters and rangers in the nearby forest sometimes 
come across the wreckage of planes, and when they 

do they tell Haelbig. He visits the sites and collects 
what he can, often putting the remnants in display 

cases in an aviation museum. 

  He identifies the planes and their crew members 
through detailed records, maps and photos kept in 

U.S. and German archives. That's how he linked 
Carlton to that particular B-24. 

  The search usually ends there. Of the 16 million 
Americans who fought in World War II, fewer than 
500,000 are alive, according to the U.S. Department 

of Veterans Affairs.  But when Haelbig Googled 
Carlton's name recently,                           continued on page 4 

https://www.anns-choice-resident-activity.org/all-other-sections/service-groups/veterans-group/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Maxwell_B-24.jpg
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“Birthday Surprise” continued from page 3 

he found a 2016 newspaper story about the pilot 
that said he was living in San Diego. The 
researcher asked an American friend on the East 

Coast to find out if that was still true. 

  "It was my greatest wish to send Capt. Carlton 

the pictures of his plane and some pieces," 
Haelbig said.  When the phone call came, Carlton 

and his daughter, Jan Foreman, didn't know what 
to make of it. Someone found the B-24? They 
want to send parts of the wreckage? 

  "We thought it was a scam," Foreman said. 

Reminders of What Happened 

  Carlton's memory about the war isn't what it 

used to be. "That was a long time ago," he said. 

  He came home from Germany and into the arms 

of his wife, Jeanne. They started a family, two 
daughters. They followed his parents from 
Chicago to Arizona and then to San Diego, where 

he sold real estate for many years in Rancho 
Bernardo. His grandsons are in the Grammy-

winning Christian group Switchfoot. 

  He and Jeanne were married for almost 75 years 
until she died in 2016. His senior-living apartment 

is filled with photos of the couple, including a 
black-and-white one where he's in his military 

uniform, before he was shipped overseas. 

  To remind him of what happened during the 
war, he has scrapbooks and a shadow box 

decorated with medals — a Purple Heart, two Air 
Medals, the French Legion of Honor. The pieces 

Haelbig just sent him from the downed B-24 may 
play a similar role. 

  And he has a poem he wrote while he was a 

POW that includes near the end this stanza – as 
true now as it was then:  

    It's a hell of a life and you feel the strain  

    But you'd do the same thing all over again.  

    Still you pray for the day  

        when there'll be no more war  

    When you'll see what it is  

        you've been fighting for. 

Volunteer and Service Opportunities 

  Volunteers are also needed at meetings to help 
residents with mobility devices. For more 

information or to volunteer for this service call 
Russ Neiger at 610-930-3077. 

Medical and Disability Benefits for Veterans  

Who Were Stationed at Camp Lejeune 

  In accordance with the 2012 Camp Lejeune health 

care law, VA provides cost-free health care for certain 
conditions to Veterans (active duty, reserve and 
National Guard) who served at least 30 days of active 

duty at Camp Lejeune from August 1, 1953 and 
December 31, 1987. 

Qualifying health conditions currently include: 

• Esophageal cancer 
• Breast cancer 
• Kidney cancer 
• Multiple myeloma 
• Renal toxicity 
• Female infertility 
• Scleroderma 
• Non-Hodgkin's lymphoma 

• Lung cancer 
• Bladder cancer 
• Leukemia 
• Myelodysplastic 

syndromes 
• Hepatic steatosis 
• Miscarriage 
• Neurobehavioral effects 

 Qualifying diseases currently include: 

• Adult leukemia 
• Aplastic anemia and other 

myelodysplastic 
syndromes 

• Bladder cancer 
• Kidney cancer 

• Liver cancer 
• Multiple myeloma 
• Leukemia 
• Non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma 
• Parkinson’s disease 

 The VA has published regulations to establish 

presumptions for service connection associated with 
exposure to contaminants in the water supply at 
Camp Lejeune and nearby areas.    

  Qualified individuals with covered medical conditions 
should apply for benefits.  

    
  For more information, contact the Bucks County 

Dept. of Military Affairs, Bucks County Administration 
Building, 55 East Court Street, 2nd Floor, Doylestown; 
Dan Fraley, Director, (215) 345-3037, or Betty 

Carleo, Veteran’s Aide (215) 345-3885.  

 


