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 “A Face, a Person at the Cross” 

“Near the cross of Jesus stood his mother, his mother’s sister, Mary the wife 

of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene”, John 19:25    

  The Gospel accounts of the Crucifixion mention different people who were 
there at Calvary – who participated, who witnessed, who mocked and who 
cried.  What did these individuals think about this seemingly tragic event and 
how did they react?   

  Retired minister and published poet, J. Barrie Shepherd, examined the 
stories of some of those who were there at Calvary on Good Friday in his 
book Faces at the Cross.  These lines are excerpted, with permission, from 
the introductory section of the book. 

“Were You There?” 

Who was there? …  

The scriptures tell us who was there. 

The disciples were there. … 

“The Jews” were there. …   

The religious leaders were there. …  

The Romans were there. …   

The people were there.  

swiftly transformed  

from a cheering throng hailing their  

        Messiah 

to an ugly mob bellowing for his death. 

The victims were there. … 

Yes, the scriptures tell us who was   

        there.  

Yet beneath the written testament,  

 

reading between the lines, we perceive,  

if we are open, a far wider audience,  

a much more all-encompassing throng  

that stood about that cross on Calvary. 

We see the officialdom of every age:  

those bureaucrats who simply do  

        their job … 

We see those ever-practical souls  

who would invoke the theology of  

        expediency …. 

We see bigots there and butchers,  

        brutes,  

those who find a twisted satisfaction  

in the witnessing of human suffering  

        and pain; 

we see cowards there and crooks and, 

                               “Faces at the Cross” continued on page 5     
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Worship Services for April, 2022  
Sunday at 2:00 pm from the chapel  

via live Broadcast on ACTV channel 976 / 980 (HD) 

Sunday, 

April 3   

Fifth Sunday of Lent    

Rev. Brad Leight, St. John’s United Methodist Church, 

Ivyland, PA 

Organist: Jane Smith; Pianist: John Keesey  

Sacrament of Holy Communion will be celebrated 

Sunday, 

April 10   

Palm Sunday and Sixth Sunday of Lent   

Rev. Joshua Plohocky, Bucks County Seventh Day Adventist 

Church, Warminster, PA    

Organist: Bud Williams; Pianist: Ann Keesey. 

(Note: Prelude / pre-worship organ program will begin at 1:30 pm.) 

Sunday, 

April 17    

Easter Sunday     

Rev. Dr. Kang Na, Pastoral Ministries Manager, Ann’s 

Choice    

Organist: Joan Kirk; Pianist: Jane Smith  

Sunday, 

April 24    

First Sunday after Easter   

Rev. David Piltz, St. Andrew’s United Methodist Church,  

Warminster, PA 

Organist: Jane Smith; Pianist: John Keesey 

Sunday, 

May 1 

Second Sunday after Easter   

Rev. Doug Stratton, Hatboro Baptist Church, Hatboro, PA 

Organist: Jane Smith; Pianist: Betty Kingston 

Ecumenical Services During Holy Week 

Thursday, April 14 at 11:00 am 

Holy Thursday  

in Ann’s Choice Chapel  

Friday, April 15 at 11:00 am 

Good Friday  

in Ann’s Choice Chapel  

Quiet Reflections and Prayers:    
  The Chapel at Ann’s Choice is open daily for private reflection when worship 
services and other events not being conducted. 
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Revive Your Spirit on the Chapel Channel 
  The Chapel Channel is airing a daily schedule of uplifting and 
inspiring programs.  Learn about the Dead Sea Scrolls, or enjoy 
the Musical Reflections and Favorite Hymns of Faith organ 
programs by Bud Williams.  Enjoy uplifting music in the morning. 
  The Memorial Day Weekend Hymn Sing Service from May 30, 
2021 has been added to the program schedule.  This includes the 
organ pre-worship program by Bud Williams followed by the entire worship service.   
  Feedback and comments on this new programming provided through Pastoral 
Ministries is encouraged and will help with future offerings on the Chapel Channel.  
Many of the programs are also on MyErickson. 

To Receive this Newsletter:   
  Contact Rev. Dr. Kang Na at Kang.Na@Erickson.com, (215) 443-4925, or in the 
Pastoral Ministries offices in Liberty.  Make sure to include your email address for 
receipt of this newsletter by email or your apartment to receive it in your cubby. 

Bible Study:  
  Weekly Bible study meets on Wednesday mornings at 10:00 am in the Liberty 
Commons Music Room.  Zoom access is available on request prior to Wednesday 
morning.  Rev. Dr. Kang Na is leading the Bible study.     
  Contact Rev. Na at (215) 443-4925, Pastoral Ministries offices in 
Liberty or Kang.Na@erickson.com for more information about the 
Bible study or connection information for using Zoom.   
  The Bible study is intended to deepen our knowledge of what 
the Bible is, says, and means. Everyone is welcome to join us 
on this journey.  We are looking at the emergence of the Jewish 
people as a nation.  Join us as we explore what the Bible is, 
what it said to contemporary readers, what it means, and 
what it says to us, especially for our faith journey.  
  All are welcome so that together we might encourage and challenge one another 

on the hard road that is Christian discipleship.                     

Supporting Our Ministry and Mission: 
  You can help support the mission projects and ministries of the Protestant 
Fellowship.  Donations may be enclosed in an envelope addressed to Rev. Na and 
taken to any clubhouse front desk.  Donations by check are preferred; please make 
the check payable to     “A. C. – Protestant Fund”.    
  On the memo line, please write “Donation.” 

Rose Gardens and Chestnut Pointe:  
  Large group activities are suspended until further notice.   
Pastoral Visits and Home Communion are still available.  Contact Pastoral 
Ministries at (215) 443-4925. 

mailto:Kang.Na@Erickson.com
mailto:Kang.Na@erickson.com
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Musical Journey from Palm Sunday to Easter:  
  This is a program of organ music, played by Bud Williams, with readings and 
solos that tells the story of Holy Week.  It was recorded in the Ann’s Choice Chapel 
and will be broadcast on AC TV during Holy Week. 

Second Saturday Cinema in April, 2022:    
  On Saturday, April 9th the Protestant Fellowship will present The 
Prince of Egypt in the PAC at 7:00 pm with a pre-show at 6:45.   
  This is the story told in Exodus about Moses who grew up in 
Pharoah’s court as a son, until he was exiled.  Years later he is 
called by the God of Abraham to lead the Hebrews out of Egypt.   
  This program is sponsored by the Protestant Fellowship Council as 
a ministry to residents, friends and staff at Ann’s Choice.   

  No donation will be requested, as your presence is your donation.   

Protestant Fellowship Council 

Our purpose is to bring glory to God in all that  
we pursue in and through the Protestant Faith Community 

Members of the Protestant Fellowship Council Cubby 

Fr. Ernie Curtin – Worship Committee Chair  MT-214 

Gail Dahlen – Assistant Treasurer BC-102 

Dolores Ehrenfeld – Mission Outreach Committee Chair BC-312 

Mary Lee Friesz – Weddings and Funerals ML-216 

John Hodges – Treasurer; Newsletter editor; Second Saturday 
Cinema 

BC-412 

Robert McQue – Secretary; Worship Staff Coordinator  BR-301 

Gene Morris – Mission Outreach Committee MT-202 

Harry Shuster – Council Vice Chair  ML-505 

Nelson Smith – Worship Committee  HV-312 

Lynn Swan – Council Chair BR 201 

Janet Wentz – Worship Floral Arrangements PV-407 

Marian Williams – Usher Coordinator; Cubby Stuffer Coordinator MS-202 
 

About the Author: 
  A native of Great Britain, the Rev. J. Barrie Shepherd retired in March 
2000 after serving for eight years as senior minister of historic (founded 
1716) First Presbyterian Church in the City of New York. Prior to that he 
served for 16 years as senior minister of the Swarthmore Presbyterian 
Church, after several years in college chaplaincy and teaching. 
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  “Faces at the Cross” continued from page 1     

if we will look with fully opened eyes,  

we see ourselves …   

So we keep quiet,  

while we hate ourselves for doing so.  

Were you there?    

Were you there when they crucified  

        my Lord? 

I was there. You were there.  

We were there.  

Faces at the cross. 

And this is one of the poems in the book, Faces at the Cross.  It is about 
Magdalen and is reprinted with Rev. Shepherd’s permission.  

“The Face of Magdalen” 

So did we love him wrongly, after all? 

Could this grim horror have been 

prevented? 

Might it have never had to happen, 

if we, if I, had only figured out the     

        right way 

to respond to all the love we found, 

and felt and feasted on in him? 

His love was unconditional, 

always there for me, 

even when he might have been       

         provoked, 

annoyed, or disappointed 

in something I had said or done, 

an attitude to others. 

Our love –  

mine I do know about, for sure –  

our love was always eager to possess. 

We loved him, those of us who got      

        close enough,  

just as one might love a thing of beauty,  

cherishing its grace and loveliness, 

needing to reach out and grasp it, 

have it be at our disposal, 

ready to be enjoyed at any moment. 

He said his love, God's love, 

was just like that, 

was always there for us, 

shining on us like the sun, 

and would never let us down. 

We didn't have to make it ours, 

lock it up and throw away the key, 

couldn't do that anyway, 

because God's love can not be held, 

can only be received and passed along. 

And right then, 

when we were with him, 

when he was telling us all this, 

we could believe it, at least I could. 

Trouble was, 

he wasn't always there 

and then the doubts began again. 

You see, love is such a basic thing, 

being loved is so important that, 

if you can't be certain sure God        

        loves you 

                               “Faces at the Cross” continued on page 6      
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“Faces at the Cross” from page 5 

then you just have to love yourself. 

You have to watch out all the time 

to make sure you don't get hurt. 

You have to realize, 

accept the fact that everybody else 

is busy loving their own selves. 

So you can never fully trust them 

because finally, when a life is on       

        the line, 

they will want it to be yours, 

rather than theirs. 

See what happened to him. 

See where his God-love got him in        

        the end. 

Do you suppose he still believes in it  

        up there? 

Do you think, with all the hurt and hate 

he's seen these past few hours, 

he still hangs on to what he taught, 

and walked and worked at with us 

all those weeks and months 

that seemed to be leading toward       

        forever 

till they ended with a crash? 

Now even the two thieves 

are cursing at him in their desperation. 

Why must they pick on him? 

Don't they know? 

His suffering's as bad as theirs, 

and he's done nothing to deserve it. 

Just listen to them argue, 

even up there when all is lost 

they can't agree on anything it seems. 

What’s that? 

One of them is defending Jesus, 

asking him to bless him in his death? 

And Jesus is assuring him of paradise, 

blessing the legionaries too 

as they gamble for his seamless robe. 

What love is this? 

What wondrous love is this? 

Of all the miracles 

I've witnessed these past months, 

the miracle he brought about in my      

        own life, 

this is the richest, truest of them all. 

Even death, this cruel, bloody death, 

cannot quench the flow of God's love       

        in this man, 

this man I love, and learn to trust in       

        God by. 

His body weakens fast now. 

It's getting harder and harder for him      

        to breathe. 

And yet the love, God's love in him, 

goes on, and on, and on. 

It's almost as if that love can never die; 

almost as if, beyond the grave, 

God's love in him will still go on, 

will still be with me giving strength 

to live the way he did, 
even to die the way he dies. 

God grant it may be so. 

One thing I know, 

whether we loved him  

        wrong or not, 

he loved us right. 
 


