
Dear Pilgrims in Faith, 
  
Terror-all-around was a name and Jeremiah’s prophecy against Judah and Jerusalem, one that 
pointed toward one of the most devastating experiences for the Israelites, their worldview, and 
their theology, viz., the Babylonian exile. Out of the ashes of the Babylonian exile emerged ancient 
Judaism, the Torah, the nomenclature “Jews” (to refer to all Israelites), some of the most beautiful 
literature (poetry-prophecy) and innovative-revelatory theology, e.g., Isaiah 40–55 (especially 
significant for the New Testament and Christianities yet to be). 
  
For now, we simmer still in the “valley of the shadow of death” with Jeremiah 20.7–13 (prophetic 
lament; prophecy and blasphemy?—cf. Job 19.1–7 and Habakkuk 1.2–4, 9; 2.8, 17). We will also 
tickle the wisdom tradition(s) in Israel that perhaps provides some of the most challenging 
responses to the destruction of Jerusalem and the Temple and to the experience of exilic 
devastation-depression. Please read Job in its entirety in the days ahead, if possible, but read at 
least Job 1–2, and 42. Please don’t hesitate to bring lots of questions. 
  
Again, some helpful dates to keep in mind, especially in the light of the Deuteronomistic Hisotory (= 
Joshua, Judges, Samuel, Kings): 
  

ca. 930 BC   split of the united kingdom 

722 BC         destruction of northern kingdom Israel 
586 BC         destruction of southern kingdom Judah (& Temple; rebuilt 515 BC) 

  
As always, I look forward to your observations and questions, and please never hesitate 
to suggest any biblical, theological, or life topics along the way. We can be flexible and take 
detours on our journey through the Bible. Please see the “syllabus” online for where we are 
headed: Bible intro 2021-04 Ann’s Choice (printed copies also available in front of my office in 
Resident Life, Liberty Commons). 
  
For Zoomers, here are the instructions: 
  

Zoom (online or using an app): 
  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82395191045?pwd=TTRiQklwR2RhRzZkNFNxU2RRbGRoUT0
9 

  
Meeting ID:                  823 9519 1045 

Meeting Password:       annschoice 
  
Dial in by telephone: nearest phone access in New York City 

Dial 1 (929) 205 6099 

Enter Meeting ID: 823 9519 1045, followed by “#” 
Enter Passcode: 394871 if requested 

  
See you in class or via Zoom. Have a wonder-ful evening. 
  
With prayer and best wishes, 

 

http://www.dropbox.com/sh/4absbpuggvqu2oy/AABGloIpXgSwCUfNeCiZ-WfXa?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/zpy3ca1j2a02ppn/Bible%20intro%202021-04%20Ann%27s%20Choice%20%28handout.pdf?dl=0
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82395191045?pwd=TTRiQklwR2RhRzZkNFNxU2RRbGRoUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82395191045?pwd=TTRiQklwR2RhRzZkNFNxU2RRbGRoUT09

