	TITLE
	AUTHOR
	SOURCE
	DATE
	GENRE
	RATING / REMARKS

	Trust
	Hernan Diaz
	Gift
	1/25
	Fiction
	*****Brilliant, complex., I couldn’t put it down.   Versions of people and events surrounding the Wall Street crash of 1929.  The true story so hard to find!

	The Memoirs of Stockholm Sven
	Nathaniel Ian Miller 
	Ellen
	1/25
	Fiction / Historical
	****Odd but beautiful – the land and people (and dogs) of Spitzbergen (which I visited long ago and loved) and the bonds they form to survive.  

	All the Broken Places
	John Boyne
	Gift
	1/25
	Fiction
	***A good story but disturbing.  Sequel to The Boy in the Striped Pajamas.  The life-long guilt of Nazi collaborators.  Annoying structure:  back and forth sequence

	The Berry Pickers
	Amanda Peters
	Cc
	1/25
	Fiction
	**** Compelling story of families on the NE border – some in Maine and some in Canada, some white, some Mikmak Indian, some lost, some found.  

	The Sicilian Inheritance
	Jo Piazza
	Gift
	1/25
	Fiction
	**** Not a great mystery but a great setting – Sicily.  Culturally interesting.  (Been there long ago and going again soon.)  Good background on Sicilian emigrants.

	North Woods
	Daniel Mason
	Cc
BG
	1/25
	Fiction 
	***** Second time reading – enjoyed it a little less, but understood it a lot more.  Complex but highly creative and meaningful.  300 years on the same plot of land.

	Shelterwood
	Lisa Wingate
   FA
	ST

	1/25
	Fiction/ Historical
	*****About the Oklahoma land-grab at the expense of Native American children.  An important story well-told from 2 time periods – recent and early 20th century.

	The Art of Hearing Heartbeats
	Jan-Philipp Sendker
	Gift
	1/25
	Fiction
	***** Beautiful.  Useful contrast between Eastern and Western values and ways of looking at life and death.  The miracle of unconditional love.  

	The House is on Fire
	Rachel Beanland
	Cc
	1/25
	Fiction / Historical
	***** Well-researched – the story about the devastating fire that burned the Richmond Theater to the ground in 1811.  Absorbing! 

	The Five Wishes of Mr. Murray McBride
	Joe Siple
	K
	1/25
	Fiction
	*** Sappy and preposterous.  And yet, I liked it.  A 100 yr. old man who has lost a sense of purpose and a 10 yr. old boy with a bad heart help each other.   

	The Women
	Kristin Hannah
FA
	Gift
BG
	2/25
	Fiction / Historical 
	***** Chock full of impact and insight.  The plight of nurses who served in Vietnam, and were traumatized but not welcomed back or thanked.

	The Librarianist
	Patrick de Witt
	Cc
	2/25
	Fiction
	***** So quirky.  Guess that’s why I loved it.  Beautiful writing.  Oddly satisfying.  An ordinary librarian grows to be an old man.  

	Magpie Murders
	Anthony Horowitz
	Cc
	2/25
	Fiction/ Mystery
	**** Very absorbing mystery.  Also, quite creative, as it is a story inside a story.  Classic English village setting chock full of remarkable characters.

	Absolution
	Alice McDermott
	Cc
	2/25
	Fiction 
	***** Beautifully written, as if a pair of memoirs, focusing mainly on the experience of wives in Vietnam during the war.  How and why do we help others?

	All the Sinners Bleed
	S. A. Cosby
	Cc
	2/25
	Fiction / Mystery
	**** Intense but readable.  Although the crimes were gruesome, the protagonist was so likeable – a Black sheriff in a county in E. Virginia.  

	The Wedding People
	Alison Espach
	Cc
	2/25
	Fiction
	***** Delightful, funny, poignant.  A fancy wedding in Newport RI, with unintended but meaningful consequences.  

	The Night Watch
	Jayne Anne Phillips
	K
	2/25
	Fiction / Historical
	***** Set in W. VA, amid the chaos following the Civil war.  The idea of family takes on new meaning.  Celebrates the power of endurance.  Pulitzer Prize.

	Night Music
	Jojo Moyes
FA
	Cc
	3/25
	Fiction
FA
	*** Not this author’s best.  Unlikely plot and too much schmaltz.  But even so, I found it entertaining.  

	Fever in the Heartland 
	Timothy Egan
	A
	3/25
	Non-fiction
BG
	**** The rise and fall of the Ku Klux Klan in the midwest in the first quarter of the 20th century.  Shocking the way people are so easily led to hate.  

	Bear
	Julia Phillips
	Cc 
	3/25
	Fiction
	** Disturbing, but pointless.  Two sisters struggling with many issues confront a grizzly bear where they live on one of the San Juan Islands in WA.   

	The Fraud
	Zadie Smith
FA
	Cc
	3/25
	Fiction / Historical 
	*** Hard to get used to the author’s style and the back and forth non-linear story.  
Semi-historical portrait of an obscure author and family. Goofy but I kinda liked it.  

	The Ladies Auxiliary
	Tova Mirvis
	E
	3/25
	Fiction
	*** Orthodox Jewish women in Memphis trying to get their rebellious daughters to buy into a rigid system of rules.  Interesting but not great.

	The River of Doubt
	Candace Miller
	CD
	3/25
	Non-fiction / History
	***** Teddy Roosevelt and son with naturalists and explorers are first to navigate a major tributary to the Amazon and nearly perish there!  Gripping. 

	All the Colors of the Dark
	Chris Whitaker
	AC
	3/25
	Fiction
	*** Creepy.   Too many pages, too many murders, too many unlikely events.  And yet the story was compelling and the writing was good.  

	The Book Thief
	Marcus Zusak
	Cc
Bg
	4/25
	Fiction
	***** This book was so meaningful I would like to give it MORE than five stars.  Set in Munich in WWII a young girl is growing up.  Death is the narrator.  

	Waiting
	Ha Jin
	AJ
	4/25
	Fiction
	*** Very Chinese. A man tries to find but is trapped by traditional expectations and the country’s “cultural revolution”.  Introspective.  Odd but Interesting.

	The Wildes
	Louis Bayard
	TB
Tv
	4/25
	Fiction / Historical
	***** Well-researched, insightful, beautifully written.  Not just about the poet / playwrite himself but touchingly portrays Oscar Wilde’s wife and two sons.  

	Rebecca of Salerno 
	Esther Erman
	AC
E
	4/25
	Fiction
	*** Not well-written, and yet the story of intrigue was worthwhile.  Crusaders, Jews, Christians in Sicily in the 13th century.

	James 
	Percival Everett
	Gift
Bg
	4/25
	Fiction
	*****Amazing presentation of the desperation to become free of the horrors of slavery.  Based on Huckleberry Finn from the point of view of Jim, a runaway.

	Improvement
	Joan Silber
	AC

	4/25
	Fiction
	** Disjointed, confusing structure, annoying characters.  Very little in the way of plot.  Just going all over the place and pointless.

	Trespasses
	Louise Kennedy
	CC
	4/25
	Fiction
	**** Belfast in the 1970’s, turbulence and violence impacting Protestant and Catholic families.  Interesting characters giving an inside look at tragic events.

	The Room on Rue Amelie
	Kristin Harmel
	AJ
	5/25
	Fiction
	*** Not particularly well-written, but a pretty good story of French resistance during WWII.  

	The Silent Patient 
	Alex Michaelides
	Cc
	5/25
	Fiction/ mystery
	**** An unusual sort of murder mystery.  About a British psychotherapist.  Intriguing and surprising.  

	The Last Wish of Murray McBride
	Joe Siple
	K
	5/25
	Fiction
	*** The sequel to “The Five Wishes of…”, and just as preposterous, but also warm and mildly entertaining on a long plane ride.  

	The Comfort of Ghosts
	Jacqueline Winspear   FA
	Cc
	5/25
	Fiction/ mystery
	**** The last in the beloved Maisie Dobbs series.  A little slow to get off the ground, but absorbing and meaningful by the end.   Aftermath of WWII in London.

	The Paris Express
	Emma Donoghue
	Cc
	5/25
	Fiction / historical
	***** Clever combination of actual train wreck and what if such and such interesting people had been on that train.  Couldn’t put it down.  

	The Great Hippopotamus Hotel
	Alexander McCall Smith        FA
	K
	5/25 
	Fiction
	**** Familiar, warm, easy reading.  Next in the Ladies Detective Agency series set in Botswana.

	An Unfinished Love Story
	Doris Kearns Goodwin    FA
	BN
	5/25
	Memoir
	***** Author and husband’s archives reveal inside stories of the presidencies of JFK, and LBJ in the turbulent ‘60”s.  Beautifully readable and informative.

	The Lost Girls of Ireland
	Susanne O’Leary
	J
	6/25
	Fiction
	*** Light, predictable, romancy, harmless.  Riches-to-rags-to a better kind of riches.  Widow and daughter move to a beautiful, remote Irish village.  

	The Hunting Party
	Lucy Foley
	Cc
	6/25
	Fiction / mystery
	*** New Year’s Eve, friends try to celebrate at a remote Scottish hunting lodge.  Everyone ends up a suspect.  Annoying back-&-forth structure.

	Our Missing Hearts
	Celeste Ng

	Cc
	6/25
	Fiction
	***** Dystopian – I rarely like that genre, but this one was beautifully written, worthwhile, moving but not sentimental.  And a warning about government.  

	The Barbizon
	Paulina Bren
	Cc
	6/25
	Non-fiction / history
	*** Not very well written, but an interesting subject.  History of the famous New York City women’s  hotel from the 30’s through the 70’s.  Changing times.

	The River We Remember
	William Kent Krueger       FA
	K
	6/25
	Fiction / mystery
	***** An absorbing mystery by a gifted author.  Set in late 20th c. S. Minnesota.  colorful characters haunted by their past.

	Sandwich
	Catherine Newman
	ST
	6/25
	Fiction
	**** A great summer beach read, but more meaningful than fluffy.  Three generations on a Cape Cod vacation.  Honesty in addressing women’s issues.

	The Pig Did It
	Joseph Caldwell
	K
	6/25
	Fiction
	*** Cute, kind of funny, very Irish.  Skeleton of a man is dug up but who killed him?   Preposterous yet entertaining.  

	Bella Tuscany
	Frances Mayes
	Cc
	6/25
	Memoir / Travel
	**** Kind of dated, but charming even now.  (a sequal.)  A couple from San Francisco continue renovating a farmhouse in Tuscany.  Recipes included.    

	My Friends
	Frederik Backman
FA
	ST
	7/25
	Fiction
	*** Odd, but thoughtful.  A set of 14 year-old friends and how the rest of their lives were shaped by each other.  Themes: the meaning of art and friendship.

	The Goddess of Warsaw
	Lisa Barr
	EN
	7/25
	Fiction
	*** An actress goes underground during the Warsaw uprising at the start of WWII and finds a way to get revenge.  Fast-paced. Such brutality!

	Within Arms Reach
	Janet Napolitano
FA
	Cc
	7/25
	Fiction
	**** Big tangled Irish family – story told in six voices.  Struggling to become authentic and fulfilled.  Interesting characters and dynamics.  

	Save Me the Plums
	Ruth Reichl
	K
	7/25
	Memoir
	*** Interesting reading about the publishing of Gourmet Magazine.  Lots of interesting chatter about food.  Recipes.  Too little about main characters.

	Courting Mr. Lincoln
	Louis Bayard
	K
	7/25
	Fiction / Historical
	**** Taking great liberties and embellishing the historical record of Mary Todd and Abe Lincoln in Springfield IL, still it makes you wonder: what if?  

	The Diamond Eye
	Kate Quinn
FA
	JM
	7/25
	Fiction / Historical
	***** Riveting story of a female Russian sniper during WWII.  Part history, biography and part fiction, with the fiction a little overdone.  A great read though. 

	The Sheen on the Silk
	Ann Perry
	EN
	7/25
	Fiction
	*** Way too much confusing political intrigue, but a picture of 13th c. turbulence centered in Constantinople.  Main character: a woman doctor acting as a eunuch.  

	The Seven Husbands of Evelyn Hugo
	Taylor Jinkins Reid
	Cc
	8/25
	Fiction
	**** A rollicking good read about a bombshell Hollywood celebrity.  Sensitive and thoughtful.  No one is as simple or singular as they look.  Worth reading.

	The Searcher
	Tana French
FA
	Cc
	8/25
	Fiction
	*** Former American cop, roguish neighbors, a murder, an abused child, drug lords, lots of violence.  Set in an Irish farm village.  A tad too raw for me.  

	We Were the Lucky Ones
	Georgia Hunter
	EN
	8/25
	Fiction/ Historical
	***** Powerful true story tracking one family struggling to survive 6 years of the Holocaust.  Detailed but readable.  Meticulously researched.

	America Fantastica
	Tim O’Brien
	M/TB
Bg
	8/25
	Fiction
	*** From a great author BUT confusing, repetitive, occasionally funny.  
Political satire – rampant lying in American life – public and private.

	The Most Fun We Ever Had
	Claire Lombardo
	ST
	8/25
	Fiction
	***** Complicated life of a family – 4 daughters: unique, lovable, maddening.  Beautifully written.  Absorbing family dynamics. I didn’t want the book to end.

	What Happened to Nina
	Dervla McTiernan
	Cc
	9/25
	Fiction/ Mystery
	**** Absorbing thriller of a murder mystery.  Lots of tension as details played out.  Well put together.  Set in Stowe, Vermont,  

	I Heard You Called in Dead
	John Kenney
	G
	9/25
	Fiction
	***** An Obituary writer accidentally submits his own concocted obit.  Funny, poignant.  Useful perspective on the wonder and meaning of a life.

	The Cactus
	Sarah Haywood
	Cc
	9/25
	Fiction
	**** Warm, witty, British, a bit fluffy, but thoughtful.  The protagonist is prickly but it’s interesting to observe her changing.  

	Paris Never Leaves You
	Ellen Feldman
	AJ
	9/25
	Fiction
	***** Extraordinary!  Set in the chaos of France at the end of WWII and the aftermath.  The impact of survivor’s guilt.  Meaningful and memorable.

	The Bee Sting
	Paul Murray
	Cc
	9/25
	Fiction
	*** Way to long!! Compelling characters and a family saga built on lies.  Very Irish, great dialog, but you have to write your own ending.  

	Red Necks
	Taylor Brown
	K
	9/25
	Fiction, Historical
	*** 1920-21.  The Battle of Blair Mt. in KY.  Destitute coal miners against greedy mine owners and crooked politicians.  Who knew?  Unions finally came in

	The Briar Club
	Kate Quinn
FA
	JS

	9/25
	Fiction, Historical
	**** So entertaining!  Great color and characters coming out of the 1950’s.  wonderfully constructed with plenty of intrigue.  

	The Librarians of Lisbon
	Suzanne Nelson
	ST
	9/25
	Fiction, Historical
	*** Interesting WWII spy story, based on actual facts and similar persons.  A love and intrigue story set in Lisbon.

	Beautiful Crescent
	Joan B. Gardner & Mary Lou Widmer
	K
	10/25
	Non-fiction/ History
	**** Readable history of New Orleans.  Quite detailed.  Some good photos.  The placement of the city is precarious!

	Everybody Was so Young
	Amanda Vaill
	BN
Bg
	10/25
	Non-fiction / Biography
	***** Biography of Gerald and Sara Murphy.  Splendid.  Long, detailed but 
well researched.  A memorable window into writers and artists of the 20th c. 

	The Glassblower of Murano
	Marina Fiorato
	AR
	10/25
	Fiction
	**** Captures the history of Venetian glass produced for centuries on the island of Murano.  Paired with a modern love story involving glassblowers.

	Where Coyotes Howl
	Sandra Dallas
	K
	10/25 
	Fiction
	** Interesting story about pioneer women in Wyoming, until the ending which was bizarre and inappropriate.

	Bourbon Street
	Richard Campanella
	K 
	10/25
	Non-fiction / History
	**** Colorful history of this colorful festive, often messy place.  Had to skim through a raft of details and statistics, but found the book full of insights.

	The Collector’s Daughter
	Gill Paul
	Cc
	10/25
	Fiction / Historical 
	*** A lot of supposition mixed with historical fact, but still, and entertaining read about the aftermath of the discovery of Kin Tut’s tomb.

	The Bookbinder
	Pip Williams
FA
	Cc
	10/23
	Fiction
	**** Set in Oxford amid the tragedy and changes of WWI. Twin orphaned girls working in a book bindery.  One craves a liberating education.

	Solito
	Javier Zamora
	Cc
	10/25
	Memoir
	***** Profoundly moving.  A nine-year-old boy migrates by himself from El Salvador to the USA in 1999 to be with his parents.  A long, scary journey!

	Three Days in June
	Ann Tyler
FA
	Cc
	10/25
	Fiction
	**** A wedding, a surprising love story, a thoughtful presentation of how people can mellow through the years and grow in grace.  

	Tell Me Everything
	Elizabeth Strout
FA
	Cc
	10/25
	Fiction
	***** So, so thoughtful.  “People!  The lives they live!”  The meaningful struggles of residents of a small area in Maine.  Familiar and beloved characters.  

	By Any Other Name
	Jodi Picoult
	Cc
	11/25
	Fiction / Historical
	**** What if Shakespeare’s best plays and sonnets were written by a woman?  Long, but intriguing story, paired with a modern female writer limited by gender.   

	The Serviceberry
	Robin Wall Kimmerer
	Cc
	11/25
	Non-fiction
	*** Thoughtful reflection on economics and community sharing.  What if we acted upon the fact that everything comes as a gift?

	Hotel du Lac
	Anita Brookner
	PM
	11/25
	Fiction
	**** Quiet, slow, stuffy British, and yet I liked it very much.  A woman who writes romance novels tries to find her place in the world of men.  Intriguing.

	Simon the Fiddler
	Paulette Jiles
FA
	Cc
	11/25
	Fiction
	***** A western – beautifully written.  Colorfully evoking the wild west after the Civil War, featuring a great protagonist.  A good love story.

	The Whalebone Theater
	Joanna Quinn
	Cc
	11/25
	Fiction
	**** A book large in size but also in scope and in historical perspective.  Odd and lovable characters living though WWII in Europe.

	The Art Thief
	Michael Finkel
	AC
	11/25
	Non-fiction
	**** Amazing and true story of how a French thief and his female companion, stole great works of art from all over Europe, not to sell but just to have. 

	Let Us Descend
	Jesmyn Ward
	Cc
	11/25
	Fiction
	**** Brutal, but honest presentation of the absolute horrors of slavery and the powerful drive to stay alive and bring forth life, helped by the supernatural.  

	The Cloisters
	Katie Hays
	Cc
	12/25
	Fiction / Mystery
	*** A pretty good murder mystery.  Spooky setting: The Cloisters Museum in northern Manhattan.  The plot a bit slow to get off the ground.

	This is Happiness
	Niall Williams
FA
	Cc
	12/25
	Fiction
	***** So Irish!  So meaningful!  So funny!  So poignant!  What a wordsmith the author is.  A remote village in Ireland in the 70’s as electricity comes in.  

	The Last Green Valley
	Mark Sullivan
	Cc
	12/25
	Fiction / Historical
	**** Remarkable factual account of a family escaping from both Stalin’s Russia and Hitler’s Germany, finally getting to Montana.  Well done.  

	The Secret Diary of Hendrik Groen, 83 ½ Yrs. Old
	Meulenhoff Boekerji
	AC 
	12/25
	Fiction
	** Everyday life in a nursing home in Amsterdam.  International acclaim, but why.  Goofy, but occasionally funny or endearing.  Somewhat dated.

	A Christmas Carol
	Charles Dickens
RA
	?
	12/25
	Fiction / Classic
	**** Still current today in its theme and meaning.  Alittle archaic but that’ part of the charm of it.  

	The Orphans of Amsterdam
	Elle van Rijn
	AC
	12/25
	Ficion / Historical 
	*** Story of the lost Jewish children of Amsterdam in WWII, paired with the courageous rescue of so many of them by caregivers.   A little confusing but good.

	The Ride of Her Life
	Elizabeth Letts
BG
	Cc
	12/25
	Non-fiction
	***** A destitute older woman from Maine takes a horse and a dog on a cross-country adventure in the 1950’s.  Precious and historically fascinating.   

	Time of the Child
	Niall Williams
FA
	Gift
BG
	12/25
	Fiction 

	***** Wonderful.  Sequel to This is Happiness.  So Irish!  Deep and complicated both in writing style and theme:  hope, forgiveness, grace.  
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